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Applicaiion Serial No- 09/316,735 

richer ir response to Office Action of December 30. 2002 

pinvff a 1? IKS / ARGUMENTS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application is requested in view of the following 
remarks. 

Claim 6 is amended for formal leasons. 

Claims 3, 4, 7, 27-29, 36, 37, and 39 are amended herein to recite the disposition of the 
first and second windings in terms of their arrangement relative to one another, rather than 
relative to a printed circuit board or other substrate, to particular, the first winding is recited to 
be disposed in a first plane, while the second winding is recited to be disposed in a second plane 
proximate and parallel to the first plane. 

Applicants respectfully submit that this is at least implicitly supported by the disclosure. 
For example, Applicants reference page 2, lines 14-16 of the specification. Therein, it is 
disclosed that the invention comprises "first and second windings deposited on opposed sides of 
a printed circuit board". 

Printed circuit boards commonly are made in the form of a thin, flat sheet of material. 
Given such a configuration, the two opposed sides of the printed circuit board thus define first 
and second parallel planes, spaced apart by the thickness of the printed circuit board. 

Thus, the present invention as described implicitly defines first and second planes, 
corresponding to me opposed sides of the printed circuit board. The first winding is disclosed to 
be on one side of the printed circuit board, and thus is disposed in the first plane. Similarly, the 
second winding is disclosed to be on an opposed side of the printed circuit board, and thus is 
disposed in the second plane. 
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Farther in response » Office Aeflon of December 30, 2002 

b addition, for a thin sheet of material the distance between first and secondplanes 
defined by opposed sides of that sheet is small. Thus, structures disposed in those first and 
second planes may be described as being proximate one another. 

Applicants respectfully submit that embodiments that lack a printed circuit board between 
me windings are within the scope of the disclosure for the present invention. Indeed, Figures 
1(a) through 1(e), which illustrate exemplary transformers, do not illustrate the presence of a 

printed circuit board. 

As an example, embodiments might be constructed wherein the first winding is on a first 
substrate, and the second winding is on a second substrate, with the first and second substrates 
heldparallelbutproximate. In such an arrangement, it would not be necessary for a printed 
circuit board (or indeed any other substrate or structure) to be disposed between the two 

windings. 

It is emphasized that such an arrangement is noted herein for exemplary purposes only, 
embodiments of me present invention lacking a printed circuit board between the first and second 
windings may include, but are not limited to. the arrangement previously described. In addition, 
Applicants note that reciting the first and second windings in terms of their arrangement relahve 
to one another does not necessarily exclude embodiments with a printed circuit board or other 
substrate disposed between the windings. 

For at least the above reasons, Applicants respectfully submit that the disclosure of first 
end second windings deposited on opposed sides of a prmt^circmt^axd constitutes impUcit 
disclosure of first and second windings disposed in first and second planes, those planes bemg 
proximate and parallel. Consequently, Applicants respectfully submit that reciting such an 
arrangement in those terms does not constitute the addition of new matter. 

Claims 3-8, 27-29, and 36-46 are pending in the application. No new matter has been 

added. 
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Further In response to Office Action of December 30, 2002 

m view of the preceding amendments and remarks, Applicants believe that all pending 
claims are in condition for immediate allowance. Applicants respectfully request favorable 
reconsideration of the pending claims in the form of a Notice of Allowance. 

If a telephone conference would be helpful in resolving any issues concerning this 
c^rnmunication, please contact Michael L. Lamberty (Reg. No. 50,760) at (612) 336-4789, or 
Applicant's primary attorney-of record, Michael D. Schumann (Reg. No. 30,422), at 
(612)336-4638. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MERCHANT & GOULD P.C 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 
612/332-5300 




Date: 



;: a/j?jt/o</ 



Michael L. Lamberty 
Reg. No. 50,760 
MDS/MLL 




12 



PAGE 13/13 1 RCVDAT 2/26/2004 4:14:41 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1/4 1 DNIS:8729306 * CSID:6123329081 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-06 



